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miserable tormented persons ?   But if some innocent bodie,
having his minde fixed upon eternall salvation, would in such
a Babylonicall Fornace, with the three Children, blesse and
magnifie the LORD, and not lye to the damnation of his owne
soule, in that the Judge pronounceth him unguiltie, doth not
that Judge by the selfe same judgement judge himselfe guiltie
of all the cruelty and paines, wherwith hee hath tormented
the innocent ?   0 how cruell is such a Lawe, which, in that it
can not condempne the syely1 innocent, condempneth the
Judge?...But the Judge peradventure will say: "I with mine
owne hands did nothing in these torments." But what differeth
it, whether one be a doer with his owne hands, or els bee
present at the dooing, and [to exasperate] the thing that is
done by his commandement. It is onely the Master of the ship
that bringeth it to the haven, though by his commandement
an other bee the stirresman. I beleeve that the wound where-
with the minde of the Judge thus tormenting any man is
plagued, will never bee healed againe, especially while hee
remembreth the extremitie of the paines sustained by the
poore wretch in those miserable torments,
21     THE PERILS OF THE LAW
Archbishop Courtenay of Canterbury, himself a Devonshire man,
undertook in 1384 to visit the diocese of Exeter, as he was legally em-
powered to do. He possibly showed want of tact; certain it is that
Bishop Brantyngham of Exeter took offence, and issued a mandate on
March 14 forbidding his flock to obey the Archbishop. The quarrel grew
bitter; and, on the 21 st, Courtenay sent an Archdeacon and two Canons
to cite Brantyngham to permit a legal visitation. A letter of the Arch-
deacon and Canons to the Archbishop tejls the rest of the story, which is
printed in vol II. of Brantyngham^ Register^ Introd p. xviL
After receiving your mandate, on the said 25th day of
March, we rode together to the manor-house of Clyst, where
the said Bishop of Exeter was dwelling, that we might serve
your citation upon him. But, as we came nigh unto the said
manor, wishing to enter and to execute this mandate, we found
there on the highway a great multitude assembled both of
clerks and of layfolk, servants of the said Bishop, with divers
*
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